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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

ES.1 INTRODUCTION

NOTE TO READERS: This Executive Summary is considered a new chapter and not an
update to the October 2018 State Water Project Water Supply Contract Amendments
for Water Management and California Waterfix Draft Environmental Impact Report.
ES.2 Purpose of the Partially Recirculated Draft Environmental Impact Report,
describes the purpose of this Partially Recirculated Draft Environmental Impact Report
(DEIR). Please see Chapter 1 Introduction, subsection 1.4 Organization of the Partially
Recirculated DEIR for a description of how this document is organized and how updates
are presented in double underline for new text and strikeout for deleted text.

The Department of Water Resources (DWR) is proposing to implement the State Water
Project (SWP) Water Supply Contract Amendments for Water Management (proposed
project or proposed amendment). The proposed project includes amending certain
provisions of the State Water Resources Development System (SWRDS) Water Supply
Contracts (Contracts). SWRDS (defined in Water Code Section 12931), or more
commonly referred to as the SWP, was enacted into law by the Burns-Porter Act,
passed by the Legislature in 1959 and approved by the voters in 1960. DWR
constructed and currently operates and maintains the SWP, a system of storage and
conveyance facilities that provide water to 29 State Water Contractors known as the
Public Water Agencies' (PWAs).

The SWP is a complex system of reservoirs, dams, power plants, pumping plants,
pipelines, and aqueducts. Precipitation and watershed runoff are stored in Lake
Oroville, a reservoir behind Oroville Dam in Butte County, and is delivered via natural
stream channels to the Delta and pumped into the California Aqueduct system to water
agencies and districts in Southern California, the Central Coast, the San Joaquin Valley,
and portions of the San Francisco Bay Area. The PWAs receive water service from the

1 The State Water Project Public Water Agencies include Alameda County Flood Control and Water Conservation
District (Zone 7), Alameda County Water District, Antelope Valley-East Kern Water Agency, City of Yuba City,
Coachella Valley Water District, County of Butte, County of Kings, Crestline-Lake Arrowhead Water Agency,
Desert Water Agency, Dudley Ridge Water District, Empire West Side Irrigation District, Kem County Water
Agency, Littlerock Creek Irrigation District, The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California, Mojave Water
Agency, Napa County Flood Control and Water Conservation District, Oak Flat Water District, Paimdale Water
District, Plumas County Floed Control and Water Conservation District, San Bernardino Valley Municipal Water
District, San Gabriel Valley Municipal Water District, San Gorgonio Pass Water Agency, San Luis Obispo County
Flood Control and Water Conservation District, Santa Barbara County Flood Control and Water Conservation
District, Santa Clara Valley Water District, Santa Clarita WA (formerly Castaic Lake WA), Solano County Water
Agency, Tulare Lake Basin Water Storage District, and Ventura County Flood Control District.

SWP Water Supply Centract Amendments for ES-1 ESA /120002 08
Water Manag Partally R latgd February 2020
Oraft Envronmonta) Impact Repent




Executive Summary

SWP in exchange for paying all costs that are associated with constructing, operating,
and maintaining the SWP facilities and are attributable to water supply.

The Contracts include water management provisions for actions such as the transfer or
exchange of SWP water between PWAs, as well as financial provisions including the
methods used by DWR to recover certain costs associated with the planning,
construction, and operation and maintenance of SWP facilities. The Contracts are
substantially uniform, and the provisions reflected DWR's expectations at that time
(1960s) with respect to future water demand and the planned construction of SWP
components. DWR and the PWAs have made many amendments to the Contracts to
address matters that have arisen over the past 55 years, including amendments in 1995
known as the Monterey Amendments.

ES.2 PURPOSE OF THE PARTIALLY RECIRCULATED DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACT REPORT

In October 2018, DWR circulated the State Water Project Water Supply Contract
Amendments for Water Management and California Waterfix Draft Environmental
Impact Report (2018 DEIR), State Clearinghouse Number 2018072033, to provide the
public and responsible and trustee agencies information about the potential
environmental effects of implementing the proposed amendments, which included
amendments that addressed development of terms and conditions for allocation of costs
of California WaterFix for PWAs that directly benefit from California WaterFix. The 2018
DEIR was circulated for a 45-day comment period and one extension was given to allow
those who were affected by the Camp Fire additional time to review and comment which
allowed for a total comment period of 76 days from October 26, 2018 to January 9,
2019. During the public review period two public meetings were held (November 16 and
November 30, 2018) and 15 comment letters were received. A Final EIR has not yet
been prepared. On February 12, 2019 Governor Newsom announced in the State-of-
the-State speech that he did not support the WaterFix as it was configured at that time.
Rather, he stated support for a single tunnel. On April 29, 2019, Governor Newsom
issued Executive Order N-10-19 which directs:

“The California Natural Resources Agency, the California Environmental
Protection Agency, the California Department of Food and Agriculture, in
consultation with the Department of Finance, shall together prepare a
water resilience portfolio that meets the needs of California’s communities,
economy, and environment through the 21st century. These agencies will
reassess priorities contained within the 2016 California Water Action Plan,
update projected climate change impacts to our water systems, identify
key priorities for the administration's water portfolio moving forward, and
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